What is claimed is: 



1 . An implant comprising: 

a load bearing surface, said surface comprising a body portion and an insert. 

2. The implant according to claim 1 , wherein body portion comprising a recess and 
said insert is at least partially disposed in said recess. 

3. The implant according to claim 2, wherein said recess comprises an undercut and 
said insert comprises a protrusion at least partially received in said undercut. 

4. The implant according to claim 1, further comprising a mounting feature. 

5. The implant according to claim 1, wherein said load bearing surface comprises 
said body portion and a plurality of inserts. 

6. The implant according to claim 1 , wherein said body portion comprises a metallic 
material. 

7. The implant according to claim 1, wherein said insert comprises a polymeric 



material. 




8. The implant according to claim 7, wherein said insert comprises a hydrogel 
material. 

9. The implant according to claim 1, said implant providing a replacement articular 
surface comprising at least a portion of said load bearing surface. 

1 0. The implant according to claim 9 wherein said load bearing surface provides said 
replacement articular. 

11. An implant comprising: 

an implant body portion comprising at least one recess; and 

an insert disposed in said recess; 

said implant comprising a load bearing surface, said load bearing surface comprising a 
portion of said body portion and a portion of said insert. 

1 2. The implant according to claim 1 1 , wherein said body portion comprises a 
metallic body. 

1 3 . The implant according to claim 1 1 , wherein said insert comprises a polymeric 
material. 

14. The implant according to claim 13, wherein said insert comprises a hydrogel 
material. 
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15. The implant according to claim M, wherein said insert comprises poIyviny| 



alcohol hydrogel. 



16. The implant according to claim 1 lt wherein said recess comprises an undercut 
and said insert comprises a protrusion adapted to he a, leas, partially received h 



in said undercut. 



17. The: 



: implant wording to claim 1 1, wherein said 
recess and said insert comprises an annular insert. 



recess comprises an annular 



18- The implant according claim 11. wherein said body portion comprises a firs, 

member comprising an ope^ng and a second member, said recess a, least partially defined 

between said firs, and second members, said insert disposed a, leas, partially between sait 
and second members. 



said first 



19- The implant according to claim 1 1. said body portion comprising a plurality of 

recesses, and said implant comprising a plurality of inserts respectively disposed ir 
of recesses. 



in said plurality 



20. The implant according to claim 1 1 , wherein said body portion 
mounting feature. 



comprises a 
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2 '' “plaint n.whereinsaidbodyportioncomprisesarim 



extending away from said load bearing surface, said 



rim comprising at least one radial slot. 



22. A method of producing a composite implant comprising: 

providing an implant body comprising a recess, said recess including an undercut; 
provtdtng an insert adapted t0 ^ at least partla|Iy recdved fa ^ ^ sajd 

compnsing a protrusion adapted to be received in said undercut; and 

installing said insert in said recess. 



23. The method according to claim 22, wherern providing said i 
molding said insert. 



insert comprises 



24. The method according to 23, wherein molding said i 



molding. 



insert comprises injection 



25. The method according to claim 22, wherein providing said i 
cutting said insert from a body of stock. 



insert comprises 



26. The method according «„ claim 22, wherein installing said insert in said rt«ss 
comprises positioning said protrusion a. leas, partially i„ said undercut. 



27. The method according Cairn 22, wherein sard implant body comprises a firs, 



member and a second member, said first and 



second members defining a recess therebetween. 
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28. The method according to claim 27, wherein installing said insert in said recess 
comprises disposing said insert between said first and second members. 

29. A method for producing a composite implant comprising: 

providing an implant body comprising a recess, said recess including an undercut; 

introducing a polymeric material into said recess; and 

at least partially solidifying said polymeric material. 

30. The method according to claim 29, wherein introducing a fluid polymeric material 
comprises injecting a molten polymeric material into said recess. 

3 1 . The method according to claim 29, further comprising providing a mold portion 
adjacent said recess, thereby defining a molding cavity defined by said recess and said mold 
portion. 

32. The method according to claim 29, wherein introducing said polymeric material 
comprises introducing a powdered polymeric material, the method further comprising heating 
said polymeric material. 
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